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God's People on a Journey

Connie Finney

Sojourners Mennonite is aptly named! Our history consists of
the stories of many individuals who, in spite of short sojourns with
us, have helped form a lasting story of church in Allegany County
NY. We chose our church name because it reflects the experience
noted in one verse of hymn #226 in the "blue hymnal." That verse
includes the phrase, "Love our journey and love our homeland."

Our journey has taken us to various locations over our 14 years
of existence - from private homes to church lobbies to storefronts.
God has been gracious in always providing space for us to worship
together, though that has not been without occasional hardship. We
carry in our collective memory the sad news we received from one
church which, upon doing some spring cleaning, came across our
small box of hymnals, mistook them for cast off hymnals from their
own church and threw them into the county dump. We also had
numerous experiences of water damage to our Sunday School space
during our years of renting a storefront on Route 19 in Belfast, NY.

The good news is that our journey has led us to a homeland of
sorts - our own building! Last fall, by God's good grace, we were
able to secure our own space through the purchase of a former
physical therapy building just a block away from our rental space in
Belfast. By an act of generosity on the part of the former owner, we
purchased the building at a greatly discounted price. As though this
weren't blessings enough, an anonymous donor came forward with
the funds to purchase the building on our behalf and sell it back to
us at no interest. We thank God weekly for this space and invite
you to join us some Sunday at 29 Main St. in Belfast, NY. We are a
blessed and a pilgrim people - love our §
journey and love our homeland! 3

Rehab Work at Sojourners
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“How do we as a church discern in a fresh way what God is
saying and doing? How do we make decisions about our life to-
gether?”

Marcus Smucker, who holds a
PhD in Religion and Psychology,
and who is a former pastor and
current professor, as well as a certi-
fied pastoral counselor and spiritual
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director, guided our thinking about

discernment during the 2013 Lead-

ership Seminar held February 1 - 3

Marcus Smucker

at Lowville Mennonite Church.

“The word ‘discernment’,” said Marcus, “literally means to
separate, decide or distinguish between two things. Spiritual dis-
cernment is the ability to discriminate between good and not
good — that which is of God and draws us closer to God and that
which does not. Discernment for the church belongs to the
church,” he said.

Friday evening we listened to several people read John 9, the
story of Jesus healing the blind man. Marcus noted that discern-
ment begins when we are in touch with our blindness and are
willing to cry out, “My teacher, I want to see.”

Those familiar with the blind man were eager to define sin. In
today’s church we also want to define sin. Instead of focusing on
who has done wrong, we need to be willing to allow God to bring
us to a “fresh place”, a place where our eyes are opened to what
God is doing.

On Saturday morning we
focused on Acts 15, a time
of conflict in the early

church.

Seminar, continued on p.2
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Congregational News

News from Corning

Community Mennonite Fellowship in Corning has chosen Janette Gallagher to
serve a three-year term as elder for the congregation joining Sharon Glaesemann on the
elder team. The congregation continues to search for a permanent, part-time pastor.

Seminar, continued from p.1

“People in difficult times always had conflict,” said Marcus. “If we want to be the
people of God, we need to take time to work through issues. Once in a while there are
issues that deserve time.”

Saturday afternoon we read Colossians 3:12-17. Discernment for the church be-
longs to the church. We should be transformed by the renewing of our minds so we
will be able to test what God’s will is.

How do the people of God determine God’s will? Discernment is not magic. There
are three ways for God’s people to make decisions or to discern, said Marcus: the de-
mocratic method, which often means the minority is unhappy; consensus, which is not
always possible; and spiritual discernment, which is what the church should strive for.

We continued our afternoon activities by listening to three accounts of the church
at work. Dawson Grau, director of the Mennonite Heritage Farm, described the begin-
nings of the farm and some of the current activities.

Sonya Stauffer Kurtz, conference moderator, told about the beginning of ministry
at Fort Drum. Paul Schambach talked about the response of Mennonite Disaster Ser-
vice after the damage from Hurricane Sandy.

“Discernment is an ever-increasing capacity to ‘se¢’ or discern the works of God in
the midst of the human situation, so that we can align ourselves with whatever it is
that God is doing,” says Marcus. “In our rapidly changing world with influences from
television and the internet it is critical that we remain open to God’s guidance.”

Terry Zehr, associate conference minister, was our moderator for the seminar. The
Marvin Zehr band accompanied our time of worship Friday evening and a group of
volunteers led worship on Saturday.

Members of the Lowville Mennonite Church were our gracious hosts for the week-
end and provided us with delicious meals and snacks.

Lowville Mennonite Hosts 2013 Leadership Seminar
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Dreams and Visions...

The Hard Work of

Reconciliation

Gene Miller, Conference Minister

Sharon and I returned recently from a
3 week study trip to Israel and Jordan. In
addition to being tourists, we listened to
passionate and articulate Palestinian and
Jewish leaders share their hopes and fears.
In this extraordinarily complex setting,
there are no easy answers.

But there were glimmers of hope—
bright spots of people we met who are
choosing to work for reconciliation.

Bassam and Rami, a Palestinian and
Israeli, were once dedicated fighters will-
ing to kill and be killed by one another for
the sake of their nations. Yet each one of
them came face to face with the price of
war when their daughters were killed in
the conflict. Out of this excruciating pain
they set out on journey to work together
for peace

Amin, a Muslim Palestinian farmer
living in Tekoa, suffered the confiscation
of his families’” ancestral land to an Israeli
settlement. When he met an Israeli cou-
ple now living on that land, he extended
forgiveness and blessing.

Members of a Christian Peacemaker
Team living in Hebron work for peace
and justice in a difficult setting. Zoughbi
Zoughbi in Bethlehem. And many more.

After a rare Bethlehem snow, children
from a refugee camp engaged in a fun
snowball battle with college students in
our group. The children won (perhaps
because they had so much practice throw-
ing stones!)

Where is God calling us to do the hard
work at reconciliation? Jesus did the hard-
est work. “For he himself is our peace,
who has made the two one and has de-
stroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of
hostility.”  Eph 2:14

Save the Dates:

> Spring Delegate Assembly, April 20, Seneca Falls Community Center
Minister's Retreat, August 19-21, Beaver Camp

Celebration 2013, October 5, Syracuse



